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Three years ago I was presented with the incredible opportunity

to go to Japan with my high school's band for a relatively low

price. We were to be leaving in less than a week when the

earthquake happened. Even though the place we would be

going, Chiba, was not affected too badly, the trip was postponed

by a year's time. Since that time, I have been involved in many fund raisers and have desired to visit the

affected area because of the connections and relationships I had already made with Japan and its people.

And since my first visit to Japan, I had been looking for any and all chances to go back. When I heard

about JET-MIP from my Japanese teacher, it was exactly what I had been looking for. Throughout the

application process, I was confident in my "book knowledge" of Japanese, especially after taking the NJE,

but I was unsure whether I would be selected because of my lack of speaking experience. When I

received the acceptance email (in the middle of seventh period, Jazz 2) I literally screamed. I was going

back.

Being the only participant who had been to Japan before, I knew a bit of what to expect upon arriving. I

had been through the weather: hot and humid. I'd gone through the whole left side/right side traffic shock

and seen how differently they drive. I knew the train system. I'd used the showers and baths and I knew

the ins and outs of the fancy toilets. For that first couple of days it was like being back in a second home. I

guess you could say that I was experienced. But nothing could have prepared me for the time we spent in

the Tohoku region.

Seeing the effects of 3.11 first-hand, even two years after the event, was mind-blowing. After the event, of

course footage was all over the news. Everyone saw the images of the tsunami coming in and literally

sweeping entire houses away. And especially for a little while after, images of the damage were

everywhere. You could certainly tell that this was huge. But it wasn't until I was there, standing where a

house once stood — somebody's living room, somebody's kitchen, somebody's bedroom — on the only

thing that remained, the concrete foundation, that I realized EVERYTHING was gone.
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Before I had ever even heard of this program, I knew of the JET program. It's always been an interest of

mine and a possible, even probable, path for me to follow. Not anymore. Now it is a certainty. On this

program, from beginning to the end, we were able to meet with various JET participants, ALTs and CIRs

alike. Hearing theirs stories and answers to our many questions has led me to the decision that I will do

this program. And, as well, before this, I 've expected that I would be an ALT, should I go into the program.

But now, after speaking with people who have been through the experience of applying for and being

both ALTs and CIRs, it would seem that I might be more suited for the CIR position.

This program has not only confirmed what I want to do, but how I need to do it. It has shown me how far

I've come in my studies of the Japanese language and, more importantly, how far I have to go. One thing

that has really stood out to me is something that the US consul general said regarding language study,

that the only way to learn to speak is to... Speak. Specifically, one story that really hit home is when a

Japanese student asked how good should her English be before studying abroad, and he simply replied,

"Go now." I guess this has really shown me the direction I need to follow in order to improve my Japanese.

To Monty and Taylor,                         

This program was certainly one of joy and fun, and having adventures and making memories in Japan, but

I don't want to lose sight of that M in JET MIP. You two lost your lives following your dreams and doing

what you loved. Through this program, I feel like I have gotten to know you, personally. From all the

friends and family we were able to meet, listen to, and speak with, I saw a glimpse into your lives and

personalities. Your gifts to the people of Japan and desire to build and keep connections between Japan

and the US, and all people, has inspired me to follow in your footsteps and continue in mine own efforts to

connect these two great nations now, and onwards towards posterity. I like to think that we could have

been friends had we known each other but, then again, like I said, because of this program, I think I do

know you, and that is my definition of a memorial.

NIPPON THROUGH MY EYES PHOTO SUBMISSION

“Sanctuary”

Hotel Bōyō was used as a shelter after the tsunami and was a

large part of our time while we were in the tohoku region .

 

 

 

Breeze #74 

Breeze #73 

Teacher Training Program: Noah Miles

2013 J-LEAP Report: Tomoko Minato
Privacy  - Terms

https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze74
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-nm
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-tm
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);


Headquarters New York Office Center for Global Partnership Volunteer ボランティア募集
Japan Related Links Job Openings (Updated)

5700 Wilshire blvd, Suite 100 

Los Angeles, CA 90036

2013 J-LEAP Report: Izumi Takeda

2013 JET-MIP Essay: Emily Grabowski

2013 JET-MIP Essay: Devoni Guise

2013 JET-MIP Essay: Tarik Hayward

2013 JET-MIP Essay: Alyssa Hu

Breeze #72 

Breeze #71 

Breeze #70

Breeze #69 

Breeze #68 

Breeze #67 

Breeze #66 

Breeze #65 

Breeze #64 

Breeze #63 

Privacy  - Terms

http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/index.html
http://www.jfny.org/
http://www.cgp.org/
https://www.jflalc.org/volunteer
https://www.jflalc.org/volunteer-nihongo
https://www.jflalc.org/japan-related-links
https://www.jflalc.org/courses-jobs
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-tm
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-it
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-eg
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-dg
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-th
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze73-ah
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze72
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze71
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze70
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze69
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze68
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze67
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze66
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze65
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze64
https://www.jflalc.org/pub-breeze63
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);


P. 323.761.7510

Annual Report

© 2019 The Japan Foundation, Los Angeles

Web Design.

Privacy  - Terms

http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/about/result/ar/2015/index.html
http://jflalc.org/web-design
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
javascript:void(0);

