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JAPANESE LANGUAGE EDUCATION UPDATE 37:
INTERPRETING THE JF SURVEY 2015 U.S.
RESULTS

by Amanda Rollins, Japanese Language Program Coordinator

The Japan Foundation is the only organization that gathers nationwide data on Japanese
language teaching in the United States at all levels of education. We use the data to decide
regional grant allocations, to create new support programs, and to spread awareness about our
resources. But you can use the data too! Our Tokyo Headquarters maintains a free, online
database of every school that answered our survey. The 2015 results will be entered into the
database in early 2017.
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Education publication, Teacher Preparation Program enrollment is declining even while overall
K-12 student enrollment is increasing. This could mean that the new generation of Japanese
language teachers is not robust.

So what should we, as a community, do about this? As individuals, we can do several things:
Encourage our students to become passionate and skilled teachers, connect potential teachers
to organizations that provide information and networking opportunities, and reach out to new
teachers to give mentoring and support. Please feel free to use the JF Survey database to
reach out.

And it’s good to remember that we have reason to be optimistic. In our survey, more institutions
stated that they expect enrollment to increase rather than decrease in three years, across all
levels of education.
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