The Who's Who of
Japanese Delties

And how to identify them in Japanese art



The Hierarchy of Deities

* Buddhas (J: nyorai 2[13&)
» Bodhisattvas (J: bosatsu = &)

« Wisdom Kings (J: myoo AR E)
* Celestial Beings (J: tenbu X&)




There is always an exception.



Butsu 1A / Nyorai #03

* Enlightened beings
* Teachers
* Simple clothing
* Lack of ornamentation
* Thirty-two signs
(J: sanjiniso =+ —#H)
* Cranial protuberance
(J: nikkei PN E2)

* Snail-shell curIs of hair
(J: rahotsu $252)

* Light-emitting bump of
hair (J: byakugdo H =)




e Central figure

e Lends name
to triad

* Larger than
attendant
figures




Shaka nyorai FR20203

e Sakyamuni

 The historical buddha

* Asceticism
* Enlightenment

* Mudra of fearlessness
(J: semui-in B EEEED)
e Right hand (raised)

* Mudra of wish-granting
(J: yogan-in 5 FEFE[])

e Left hand (lowered)

* Mudra of meditation
(J: zenjo-in fEEEN)
e Attended by Fugen and Monju




Tanjo butsu
s I
Buddha at birth

Shussan shaka
HH 1L R 500

Shaka descending
from the
mountain

:

Meditating shaka

Shaka achieving
enlightenment




Shaka’s entry into nirvana




0







Yakushi nyorai ZEENR03E

* Bhaisajyaguru
* The medicine buddha

e Associated with
healing

* Mudras of
fearlessness and wish-
granting

* Medicine jar (J: yakuko
JXFF) in left hand

e Attended by Nikko

H ¢ and Gakko Rt
also by the Juni

shinsho + — %




Dainichi nyorai
KBk

* Mahavairocana
* The primordial buddha

e Especially important in
the Shingon and Tendai
traditions

e Mudra of dharma-realm
meditation (J: hokkai
jo-in 7 ESETEEN)

* Jeweled crown
(J: hokan F i)

e Mudra of the

knowledge fist (J:
chiken-in 2 Z=H))
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Dainichi and the Buddhist Cosmos

e Situated at center of the Two-Realm Mandala (J: Ryokai
mandara M 5% = & 5E)
e Diamond Realm (J: Kongokal %[ 5}) — universal buddha fields
* Womb Realm (J: Taizokai f&Je 55L) — physical body aspects



ainichi and the Buddhist Cosmos

L
!
8
'

e Situated at center of the Two-Realm Mandala (J: Ryokai
mandara M) 5 = R FE)

* Diamond Realm (J: Kongokai [ 5%) — universal buddha fields
* Womb Realm (J: Taizokai f&Je 55L) — physical body aspects




Amida nyorai FRIZRFEA03E

e Amitabha

e The Lord of the Western
Paradise of Ultimate Bliss

(J: saiho gokuraku P8 77 18R ZK)

e Exceptionally popular
 Salvation for all

* Attended by Kannon, Seishi,
and sometimes Jizo

e Namu amida butsu

EEEI G LN

* Mudra of welcoming
(J: raigo-in £ Ef)
 Mudra of meditation

 Amida-type with fingers bent
(J: Amida jo-in BAIZRE TE EN)
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I
Amida triad BN A\mida and 25
bodhisattvas




Five Aeons Amida

AMEPT R BE

* HOzO
e Practitioner who
becomes Amida

* Intense meditation for
five aeons
(J: gokoshii A H)EE)

 Hair untouched

e Creation of the
Western Paradise

 Achieved Buddhahood




Miroku nyorai

YRENENE

* Maitreya
Buddha of the future

* Appears after Age of
Decline (J: mappd * /%)

Mudra of exposition
(J: seppo-in Ft;EEN)
Difficult to identify by

appearance alone
* Pay attention to context




Quiz

via the poll function

*Note: you may have to move the poll on your screen
SO you can see the images






Sites

* Shaka nyorai — Seirydji /& R > (Kyoto)

» Tanjou buddha — Todaiji 5 A 3F (Nara)

* Nehan — Kongobuiji = HIJIE3F (Mt. Koya)

e Yakushi nyorai — Shin’yakushiji #7232 BT 3F (Nara)

e Dainichi nyorai — Toji B25F (Kyoto)

» Ryoukai mandara — Jingoji £ 3F (Kyoto)

* Amida nyorai — Joruriji YEFIHEIESF (Kyoto)

» Amida raigou — Kongobuji &= lIZ=F, Byodsin
FFEB (Uji)

* Miroku nyorai — Kofukuji J14&=F (Nara)




Review



Butsu 1A /
Nyorai 203

e Simple clothing

* Lack of ornamentation
* Cranial protuberance
* Snail-shell curls of hair

* Light-emitting bump
of hair




Bosatsu %B}E

* Princely garb

* Jewelry and
ornamental bands

* Implements or mudras
connected to their
virtue or purpose

e Attendant deities
* Exceptions




Myoo HA=

 Multi-armed, multi-
faced

* Implements and
weapons and/or
mudras connected to
their purpose

* Flame mandorlas




Tenbu KEB

 Either wrathful or
peaceful forms

* Mostly two-armed,
single-faced

* Implements or weapons
connected to their
purpose

* Many wear armor or
aristocratic clothing




Questions
via the Q&A function



This concludes the “Who’s Who of Japanese
Deities” lecture series. A quiz has been
uploaded to the lecture page.

Thank you for joining us!

Stay tuned for more programming from the
Japan Foundation, Los Angeles.



Please take a moment to complete the digital
lecture questionnaire via the poll function. If
yvou would like to comment on today’s
programming, you may do so through the Q&A
function.

Further questions can be directed to
michaelvanhartingsveldt@gmail.com



