The Who's Who of
Japanese Delties

And how to identify them in Japanese art




The Hierarchy of Deities

* Buddhas (J: nyorai 2[3&)
* Bodhisattvas (J: bosatsu = Bz)

* Wisdom Kings (J: myoo FAE)
* Celestial Beings (J: tenbu X &p)



There is always an exception.




Myo0o A=

e Esoteric deities
* Enforcers

 Wrathful forms (J: funnu 2.%%) of
buddhas

 Amalgam of directional guardians
(lokapala) and gate guardians (dvarapala)

 Multi-armed, multi-faced

* Flame mandorlas




Alzen myoo
)

* Ragaraja

* Deity of passion
* Romantic
relationship

* Protector of
courtesans

* Red complexion

e Six arms, one face,
three eyes

e Lion in crown




Godai Myoo A AHR

* Five 71 Great X Wisdom BH
Kings —

* Also a grouping of eight (J:
hachi /\)

* Prevalent in esoteric imagery

« Mandalas (J: mandara £ % ##)
* Paintings
* Sculptures

 Dedicated structure

* Hall of the Five Great Kings (J:
godaido A K=E)

* Ritual for protection of the
nation



Kongoyasha myoo
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Fudo my

00

RNENAA=

e Acalanatha

* Chief of the godai myoo

* Seated or standing

 Two arms, one face

e Lasso (J:

kenjaku #&3XR)

* Treasure sword (J: hoken

F )

e Dedicated structure

:Fll o\f Fudo (J: Fudodo
REYE)




Fudo with acolytes (J: doji B

Kongara
179 7
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Kurikara Fudo
{BFMzE B

e Kulika
* Manifestation of Fudo

e Kurikara sword (J:
kurikaraken {2500 %))

* Non-Buddhist foe







(GOzanze myoo
(e —THARE

* Trailokyavijaya

e Subjugator of the Three
Realms

* Multiple arms (six or eight)

e Multiple faces (three or
four)

* Trampling on
manifestations of Shiva
WELENEICERPRYINE))

* Mudra of subjugating the
three realms (J: gdozanze-in

Bt = THE)




litoku myoo

BB =

* Yamantaka

* Destroyer of Death

* Six arms, six legs,

six faces

e \Water buffalo or

bull
e Mudra of

restraint

(J: konpon-in




Gundari myoo

B AT

e Kundali

* Snake motif
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* Vajra implements

* Vajrayaksa

& W’ XA £




Quiz

via the poll function

*Note: you may have to move the poll on your screen
SO you can see the images







Sites

* Godai myo0 — Kdyasan = 2F L1, Toji BT, Daikakuji
K& 3F, Daigoji BEf#fi =, Tsurugaoka Hachimangi
EEfE) I\ =

* Fudd myoo — Manshuin 274Fx, Onjoji &

* Fudd myoo with doji — Ganjojuin B8R FLET

e Kurikara Fudo — Koyasan = 2711, Ryakoin B2

« Gozanze mydod — Kongdji & [ <F

e Aizen myo0 — Saidaiji FA K3




JFLA Exhibition: My0-0 in the Shell




Questions

via the Q&A function




Please take a moment to complete the digital
lecture questionnaire via the poll function. If
yvou would like to comment on today’s
programming, you may do so through the Q&A
function.

Further questions can be directed to my
michaelvanhartingsveldt@gmail.com




Thank you for joining us today!

Our next virtual lecture, which will cover

bodhisattvas, will take place on August 13,
2020, at 7 pm PST.

Hope to see you there!




